
Eagleclaw Cactus 

Echinocactus horizonthalonius is one of two cacti 

known as horsecripplers.  It is not a true horsecrip-

pler, in that it lacks the damaging, upward-pointing 

central spine of the true horsecrippler.   Its spine 

clusters are flat, resembling its namesake.  Eagle-

claws bloom only for a few hours and then wither in 

the heat.  It will bloom again with the next rain.  The 

pinkish-colored style of the flower is six- to eight-

lobed, and early in the bloom resembles a babyôs 

hand thrusting up through the center of the flower. 

Echino, once again, means ñhedgehogò, cactus is 

obvious, and the term horizonthalonius is not com-

pletely undestood.. 

Engelmannôs Prickly Pear 

Prickly pear cacti are one of the most diverse and  

widespread genera in Texas and the Southwest, with 

many representative species.  And Opuntia engel-

mannii var. engelmannii  is probably the most com-

mon of them all, with a huge range.  Stretching from 

Mexico to Oklahoma, and from California to report-

edly San Antonio and Austin, the ubiquitous Engel-

mannôs prickly pear reigns as the most common 

prickly pear in the Trans-Pecos.  Named for an early 

cacti scientist and collector, the Engelmann blooms a 

brilliant yellow in the morning, changing steadily 

through the day to reddish-orange in the flower 

throats in the evening.  Large plants can grow to five 

feet tall and possess hundreds of pads.  The fruit are 

sweet, juicy and edible, and form the basis for many 

local jams and jellies. 

Strawberry Cactus 

Echinocereus enneacanthus var. brevispinus, 

another member of the hedgehog family, is noted 

for its sweet, strawberry-flavored fruit.  Enneacan-

thus means ñnine spinesò,  referring to the grouping 

of nine spines in each cluster covering the stems.  

There are three local variations of strawberry cacti, 

and brevispinus (ñshort spineò) refers to the short 

spines of this type. 
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Texas Rainbow Cactus 

Echinocereus dasyacanthus, the Texas rain-

bow cactus,  is one of 12 species of Echinocer-

eus, or hedgehog cacti found in the Trans-Pecos.  

Echino is Greek for hedgehog and cereus means 

ñwaxenò, probably owing to the upright, candle-

like appearance of the stems; dasyacanthus 

means ñshaggy spineò.  Rainbow refers not to the 

colorful blossoms but to the bands of overlapping 

spines on the stem, sometimes of varying colors.  

Sanderson is at the eastern limits for these popu-

lations 

Claret Cup Cactus 

Echinocereus coccineus var. paucispinus 

populations stretch from New Mexico through 

the Trans-Pecos, almost to Austin and down into 

Coahuila.  Coccineus  means ñscarlet,ò referring 

to the color of the flowers, and paucispinus  

means ñfew spinesò, this variation having fewer 

and shorter spines than the others. 

Tree Cholla 

Opuntia imbricata var. arborescens is easily 

identifiable with its treelike, branching structure.  

Opuntia means ñof Opus,ò after a diverse plant 

found in that region of Greece. Imbricata refers 

to ñimbricate,ò describing the overlapping shin-

gle-like construction of the stems, and arbores-

cens means ñtree growing,ò for its treelike struc-

ture.  Chollas are a type of prickly pear with 

round rather than flat stems.  They recently 

moved into their own genus, Cylindropuntia. 

Sanderson and  
Terrell County, Texas 

Cactus Capital of TexasCactus Capital of Texas   
Sanderson and Terrell County, located in the 

óLittleô Bend of Texas, has been designated by 

the state legislature as the Cactus Capital of 

Texas.  Sitting in the convergence of five great 

biomes, the area has the most diverse collection 

of cacti in the USA.  In all the world, only Mex-

ico has more species.  Experts estimate that 80% 

of all Texas cacti are found in the area west of 

the Pecos River. 
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