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Depot group organized 
SANDERSON ï The Sanderson Depot Association, which was organ-

ized to save the historic Southern Pacific Railroad depot here, has been 

ñduly organized and registered with the stateò and has applied for tax 

exempt status under federal tax provision 501(C)(3), Co-Chairman Bill 

Smith told the Chamber of Commerce Tuesday. 

The association has been operating under the Chamber until it gets 

fully organized but Smith said large foundations want the 501(C)(3) be-

fore providing funding. 

He said he has gotten some interest from groups like the Southern Pa-

cific Technical Society, the Southern Pacific Historical Society in Hous-

ton and others. 

He said he has also gotten interest from movers interested in bidding 

to move the building from its location next to the Union Pacific Railroad 

tracks to another site. 

The SP was absorbed into the UP system by a 1996 merger.  

One resident has offered to donate land for the project and there are 

other candidates for a permanent location. 

News stories have appeared in area newspapers and a San Diego, CA, 

newsletter, Smith said. 

Chamber Treasurer Lea Hawn said the depot restoration project has 

received about $500 in local contributions but Smith said much more 

will be needed and foundations are the best source of that kind of reve-
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nue. 

ñPlans call for the building to be used as a senior citizens center, youth 

center and offices for the Sanderson Chamber of Commerce,ò a ñmission 

statementò says. 

ñThe mission of the Sanderson Depot Association is to demonstrate 

the importance of the railroad and ranching industries to the history, cul-

ture and economic development of Terrell County, Texas, and to pre-

serve that legacy for our children and their posterity,ò the statement says.  

ñWe will achieve this through the restoration, maintenance and preser-

vation of the historic Southern Pacific Depot in Sanderson, Texas, to 

serve as a repository of historic railroad and ranching artifacts, and as a 

springboard for interpretative exhibits and education programs for young 

and old alike that testify to our rich multicultural heritage,ò it says. 

 The depot was one of the first buildings in Sanderson, built shortly 

after the railroad pushed through in 1881. 

The town resulted from the railroad construction when Charley Wilson 

recognized it as a likely spot for a town, bought property and later sold 

land to the railroad. 

ñSanderson was a railroad town and the railroad enabled sheep and 

cattle ranches to thrive in the area, allowing them to ship their products 

to market,ò the statement says. ñThese two entities were the driving force 
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behind our econ-

omy for over 100 

years.ò 

     In other action 

this week, the 

Chamber voted 

unanimously to 

name the Terrell 

County Volunteer 

Fire Department as 

the ñBusiness of 

the Month.ò 

     ñWhile the fire 

department is not a business in the usual sense, they deserve a special pat 

on the back after a spring and early summer of intense and frequent wild-

fires,ò Chamber President Jim Street said. ñWe hope they accept this 

little piece of paper as an expression of our sincere thanks for a very hard 

job very well done.ò 

Nopalito Chair Anna La Fleur told the Chamber the vendor list has 

been revised and she has made arrangement to speak at other area cham-

bers of commerce about the two-day markets, the next one planned for 

July 30 and 31. 

Nopalito vendors set up along Oak Street, also known as US Highway 

90, through Sanderson selling arts and crafts, food and other items. 

A cookbook is being compiled, offering recipes, many of which con-

tain cactus as one or more ingredients. 

The committee decided on four markets each year, the end of July, 

Labor Day weekend, the combined Christmas on Main and Hunterôs 

Feast weekend and Valentineôs Day weekend. 

Scheduled throughout the year  



Two for the town 
SANDERSON ï Two restaurants, Out Yonder Café and Chile Con 

Arnie, are opening this week. 

Last week the News Leader featured Out Yonder Café. It was a packed 

place Wednesday and owner Laura Ochoa only had time to pause for a 

quick photograph for the News Leader.  

ñI am very happy we are so busy here and the community is so suppor-

tive,ò she said. ñWe are closed Monday and Tuesday.ò  

The Out Yonder will be open from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. Wednesday to Fri-

day. 

Saturday, Ochoa will open at 10 a.m., so as not to compete with the 

Legion Hall, and close at 9 p.m. 

The American Legion and Legion Auxiliary have offered breakfast at 

the hall for several years. 

Sunday, Ochoa is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Meanwhile, Sanderson ISD Maintenance Director Arnie Serna and 

wife Rebecca will open Chili con Arnie at 202 E. Pine Saturday, July 2.  

The business in the building formerly occupied by óTis the Reason, 

will be open 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. Saturdays and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 

Sunday. 

Out Yonder 

Chile con Arnie 





Yearly Events in Sanderson  
and  

Terrell County, Texas  
January - Terrell County Fair  

February - SHS Track & Field begins! Call SHS for more info  

                    - 432-345-2515  

March - Easter Sunrise Service ï Historic Dryden Church  

      - Terrell County Sheriffôs Department Easter Egg  

         Hunt  

April - Big Bend Open Road Race - www.bborr.com  

    - West of the Pecos Motorcycle Run - last weekend in  

       April  

June - West Texas Herpetelogical Society Annual Field Trip  

July - Old Timer Reunion & July 4th Celebration  

 - Sanderson High School Reunions (During 4th of July  

    Celebration)  

 - St. James Summer Festival  

August - SHS Six-man Football begins! Click here for sched 

                ule.  

September - Sanderson Arts & Education Alliance presents   

                      Toe Tappin Tuesdays  

October - Big buck Contest begins! Click here for more info  

         - Prickly Pear Pachanga (Columbus Day Weekend)  

         - Fall Festival  

November - SHS Basketball begins! Click here for schedule  

             - Community Thanksgiving Service (Sunday eve  

                ning before Thanksgiving)  

              - Windmill Lighting - Bicentennial Park (Monday  

                 after Thanksgiving)  

December - Hunterôs Feast (First Saturday in December)  

            - Christmas on Main Street  

            - Christmas Pageants at local Churches 

 

**Nopalito Market Days scheduled throughout the year** 
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