
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SANDERSON - T ERRELL 
COUNTY , TEXAS 

òCactus Capital of Texas?ó 
Titles bestowed upon men and communities are often 

based on hyperbole and exaggeration.  Too few appella-
tions are actually based in strict fact.  But in the case of 
Sanderson and Terrell County, Texas, the official title  
"Cactus Capital of Texas," is actually a very fitting declara-
tion.  Although Texas and the Great Southwest are areas 
filled with many types of cacti, the geological location of 
Sanderson and Terrell County places it squarely in a con-
vergent zone between the Chihuahuan Desert, the Ed-
wards Plateau, the southern Great Plains, and to a lesser 
extent the thorn-scrub of the Rio Grande Valley and the 
Apachean floristic region of southeastern Arizona.  In this 
area one can find cacti representative of those great eco-
logical biomes. 

The Chihuahuan Desert stretches from the interior of 
Mexico on the south to the Trans Pecos of Texas and New 
Mexico on the north, and from the Edwards Plateau on the 
east to the Sonora Desert on the west.  It hosts a unique 
flora of myriad species of cacti, and many kinds of desert 
shrubs, grasses and trees.  Far from being stereotypical 

Saharan sand dunes (although those are present in some areas) 
or vacant, blasted hardpan, the Chihuahuan habitats are over-
flowing with life.   

Arid mountain ranges loom up, sprinkled with dwarf for-
ests of piñon pine, punctuating the horizon and framing the dry, 
alluvial plains.  Arroyos and canyons cut through the landscape, 
providing escape for the infrequent rains.  Though dry for most 
of the year, the desert blooms when Pacific hurricane systems 
drive far inland and bring monsoonal relief to a thirsty land. 

At the eastern boundary of the Chihuahua, where Sander-
son and Terrell County live, the desert comes crashing to a halt 
with the vast uplift of the Edwards Plateau.  Geological forces 
have raised that huge area far above the plain, and erosion 
forces are gradually bringing it back under control.  Flat-topped 
mesas separated by deep canyons provide a different habitat for 
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All photos are the property of their authors and used by permission. 
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