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Walking and Driving Tour for Terrell County 
 
Brief History  -  Between 1871 and 1905 the Terrell County area was part of Pecos County. The region was opened for 
settlement in the early 1880s in anticipation of the arrival of the Texas and New Orleans Railroad, which had surveyed a 
route through the region. Cyrus W. (Charley) Wilson developed a townsite called Strawbridge at a designated stop along 
the railroad, where he bought the land and laid out streets and lots. In May 1882, when the Galveston, Harrisburg and 
San Antonio Railroad reached the site, the town was renamed Sanderson after a railroad engineer. 
 
1.  East Gate Park  -  Entering from the East on 
Highway 90/Oak Street, on the right side shortly 
after entering town you will see a strip park with 
large limestone slabs standing upright.  Artist 
Leo Smith, Sr. hand-painted and drew on each 
rock a Terrell County historical theme repre-
senting the major epochs in the area and 
county history.  A very unique and attractive 
feature, this park is well worth the stop. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
2.  Santa Rita Cemetery ï go west on Avenue A to Legion St. and turn 
left.  Santa Rita, on the left, is a private cemetery owned by the Saint 
James Catholic Church. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
3.  Cedar Grove Cemetery ï adjacent to and past Santa Rita on Legion 
St.  This is a county cemetery.  There are markers for the Train Robbers 
and many Civil War veteransô markers.  To see the marker for the Train 
Robbers, enter either gate and make the first left, proceeding to the end 
of the road.  The marker is in the northwest corner.  Another tombstone 
in the southeast corner of the cemetery honors victims of the Flood of 
1965 and marks a mass grave of unidentified remains washed from the 
cemetery during that tragedy. 

 
 
 
4.  Clarence Mulkey American Legion Post #160 ï turn back north on Legion 
Street, to the right.  It is named for the first World War I veteran to die in Sander-
son, who passed away on August 9, 1927.    American Legion Post #160 and its 
Auxiliary are an important supporter of events in the community. 
 
 
 
 

 
5.  Rock Tourist Camp - on Legion Street, left side, adjacent to the Terrell 
County Food Pantry.  This was one of the earliest motels in Sanderson, and was 
operated by the Turner family.  Many people who moved to Sanderson in its hey
-day called the motel home, due to lack of housing in the community. 
 
 
 



 
 
6. The County Road and Bridge Building  -  continuing north on Legion, to the 
left.  This building first was Turnerôs Grocery Store, then a clinic and dentistôs 
office. When it was considered unsafe for businesses, the County Road and 
Bridge Department took over the building.  One room was used for the county 
morgue during the Flood of 1965.  Now the front of the building area is the 
Terrell County Food Pantry, with county Road and Bridge offices to the rear. 
 
 
 
 

 
7. La Hacienda ï turn left on Oak Street and proceed West across the 
bridge to the southwest corner of 4

th
 and Oak.  This was the home of 

Ochoa-Flores Grocery, Café and Bar.  This building sported a corner gas 
pump with a driveway entrance from either Oak or 4

th
.  Eventually it was 

enclosed to form the present building, but evidence of the original semicir-
cular driveway can still be seen in the living room. 
 
 

 
 
8.  Terrell County Visitor Center  - head west to the corner of 3rd and Oak.  Housed in the Ran-
cho Grande bar building, the center has information about Big Bend National Park and other 
scenic attractions in this part of Texas.  Terrell County merchandise, curios and informative 
books, including the Terrell County history book, are for sale.  Outside is a history walk of San-
derson and Terrell County as well as many species of cacti and plants native to this area, with 
identifying tags.  The walk features obelisks of native limestone, decorated with Native Ameri-
can petroglyphs created by local artist Ayako Monier and describing the history of the area. 
 
 

 
 
 
9.El Buen Pastor Methodist Church -  from the Visitorsô Center on Oak Street turn north 
one block to 3rd and Pine Street.  This was a Hispanic Methodist Church, remodeled in 
June 1955 by volunteers.  It has a Texas Historical Medallion Number 1407 which was 
granted in 1962.  Adjacent and to the south is the new El Buen Pastor, erected in the ó50s. 
 
 

 
 
 
10.  First Calvary Baptist Church ï return to Oak and go west to the corner of 
Oak Street and 2

nd.  
This building previously was Cookôs Meat Market and Gro-

cery Store.  The upstairs was a residence for the family.  First Calvary Baptist 
Church began as a store-front mission church in 1978.  The building now houses 
Sunday School and office space, with the church worshipping in the large build-
ing to the rear. 
 
 

 
 
 
11.  Saint James Catholic Church ï continue north on 2

nd
 Street 

two blocks to Hackberry. This building was built to replace the 
original Catholic Church (left) that was located on Oak Street, an 
adobe church built by joint effort of all the parishioners.  The new 
building is constructed of locally-quarried native limestone and 
contains beautiful slag glass windows of religious themes. 
 



12.  The General Alexander W. Terrell Monument  is located on the southeast Court House corner 
at 2

nd
 and Hackberry, across from St. James.  The county is named for Confederate General Alex-

ander W. Terrell, who served in the State Senate and Legislature for sixteen years.  Terrell began 
his career as a lawyer from Missouri, then served as district court justice until the War.  He 
achieved the rank of brigadier general, leading a cavalry regiment in several major battles during 
the Red River Campaign in Louisiana.  At the end of the war he exiled himself to Mexico, but soon 
returned to reenter public life.  A popular politician, he was reelected over and over again, even 
though he publicly declined the nominations.  He also served as minister to Turkey during the 
Cleveland presidency.  He spent his remaining years as president of the Texas State Historical 
Society.  He died in 1912 and is buried in the state cemetery in Austin. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
13. The Terrell County Veteranôs Monument is on the south sidewalk leading to the 
main entrance of the Court House.  This monument lists the Terrell County veterans 
who served in World War I, World War II, Korea and the Vietnam War. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
14.  Centennial Time Capsule - located next to the Veteranôs Monument.  Various items were 
collected and sealed in 2005, in celebration of Terrell Countyôs 100

th
 birthday. It is planned to 

be reopened in 2055 at the countyôs 150
th
 anniversary. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
15.  Eagle Monument ï Across from the Veteranôs Monument is a cast-iron eagle mounted on 
a spire of native limestone.  An eagle was originally mounted on the Court House at its con-
struction, but was lost during a later renovation.  Discovered and returned to the county several 
years ago, it was rededicated as a monument to the pioneer spirit of Terrell County. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
16. Terrell County Court House - This building was designed by architect 
Henry T. Phelps and built in 1906-1907 in the Spanish Colonial Revival 
style.  It was renovated in 1930 and 1983, and many of 
the Spanish Colonial elements were removed.  The 
Sheriffôs office and jail house are located in annexes to 
the Court House proper.  The original jail was a fore-
boding structure located to the rear of what is now the 
east parking lot.  Photo to right shows the Court House 
façade in its original 1906 appearance. 
 


